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Cultural Patterns ofEurop 
- Introduction to a Boo 

Silvia Mihdlikovd and Andreas Pribersky (J 

The term "eulture" is, on the one hand, frequent' 
dia-coverage and the analysis of poUtical events 
with the narrative of aglobai encounter between 
world or of the various processes of "Westemisat 
instance with the focus on the importance of Uii 
and behaviour - culture seems to have become i 

the understanding of various societal and paUti, 
hand, political decision making processes and p( 
lllctant - and so is political seien ce - ta take cl 
that presumably result from these cultural in.flu 
define this field here, cultural patterns exercise il 

With a eloser look on various fields and spac 
ries of recent events seems to stress the importar 
ing at different, but nevertheless cultural backg~ 

tion: violent protests against the actual sociaHil 
Hungary in 2006 and 2007 did not by accident ~ 

tion of the Hungarian Revolution against the ( 
as part of a dispute about the right to represent 
actual democratic state and thereby gain politi' 
about and violent elashes around the removalt 
Army in Tallinl Estonia were not only part anl 
fiicts with the Russian minority, but showed at 1 

this minority gives to a representation of Sovi, 
memory in the Estonian public space. 

One could, of course, argue that these examJ 
cal for the so called new democracies in Europe, ; 
countries attribute to all kinds of symbols and rer 
in poLitics. But the elimination of the European 
of the draft European Constitution, of its rudirm 
treaty, is much more a result of British than of< 
and there is no Central European state, where a ~ 

sibility for the "national identity" in its name, as 
Immigration and National Identity in France und· 


