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INTRODl 

"It may be that a philosopher's lif; 
ancestors' days, but it is certain that 
daY:' I With this elegant flattery Sid 
friend, the courtier Leo, a Latin tra 
the praise for the intended reader, 
cism towards the author of the Life 
reception. Leo's response to Sidoniu 
unknown to us, but through the age 
to the Life of Apollonius in ways ne 

A few centuries later, Photius, fo 
words and exceptional phrases in tl 
sweetness and the charm of his sty 
of the book, he concluded his aCCI 
"On the subject of the Indians our 
ridiculous and implausible stateml 
nonsense like this, utterly stupid. 
labour on empty efforf'2 

Another giant in the history of ( 
mixture of appreciation and disda 
the first printed edition of the Gre 
another three years before actually. 
editor felt the need to warn possi 
do not remember ever reading an~ 

ing of attention:'3 As an editorial 
perhaps as a statement of his rei 
Pico Della Mirandola started the 
ing the Life together with its refut 
as a Christian antidote against I 
pagan wisdom. 

I Sidonius Apollinaris, Letters VIII, : 
2 Photius, Bibliotheca, codex 44, lOa. ' 

and stylistic excerpts and remarks can 1 
3 Lowry 1979:148. 


