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Introduction 
Katherine Pence and Paul Betts 

The reunification of Germany in 198 

may have put an end to the experimer 
its historical assessment is far from ( 
dictable by-product ofthe Wende itse 
history from its cold war confines. W 
cussion about the meaning of the pa~ 

discussion has largely been inspired t 
the country's changed pIace in a t 
geopolitics, a pronounced uncertaint 
historical role within the broader c 
fueled the debate.! Even if one migh 
history is somehow coterminous witt 
classical modernity," the framework 
For many observers, this is all the 
familiar narratives of modern Gerr 
and even liberalism-seemed to ha'l 
explanatory power, driving idealism 
had the Berlin Wall been dismantl 
Germany's twentieth century from j 

has been delicate business, to be Sul 

have been quite contentious and pu 
erations of the role of ordinary Ger 
Solution. For example, controversi i 

masses of Germans in the 1930S '" 
Nazi regime, the 1995 Hamburg exl 
Wehrmacht soldier. the opening 0 

the construction of the Berlin Holo 


