
Titles of Related Interest 

Transregional and Transnational Families in Europe and Beyond: 
Experiences Since the Middle Ages 
Edited by Christopher H. Johnson, David Warren Sabean, 
Sirnon Teuscher and Francesca Trivellato 

Sibling Relations and the Transformations of European Kinship, 
1300-1900 
Edited by Christopher H. Johnson and David Warren Sabean 

Kinship in Europe: Approaches to Lang-Term Development (1300-1900) 
Edited by David Warren Sabean, Sirnon Teuscher and Jon Mathieu 

~~~~-------------------------------

Blood & Kinship 
Matter for Metaphor 

from Ancient Rome to the Present 

----------------------------~~·~ 

Edited by 

Christopher H. Johnson, 

Bernhard Jussen, 

David Warren Sabean, 

Sirnon Teuscher 

~ 
Berghahn Books 

New York • Oxford 



Published in 2013 by 

Berghahn Books 

www.berghahnbooks.com 

©2013 Johnson, Jussen, Sabean, Teuscher 

All rights reserved. Except for the quotation of short passages 
for the purposes of criticism and review, no part of this book 

may be reproduced in any form or by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any information 

storage and retrieval system now known or to be invented, 
without written permission of the publisher. 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Blood and kinship : matter for metaphor from ancient Rome to the present I 
edited by Christopher H. Johnson ... [ et. al.]. - 1st ed. 

p.cm. 
Includes bibliographical references and index. 
ISBN 978-0-85745-749-3 (hardback: alk. paper) 

l. Kinship-Europe-History. 2. Family-Europe-History. 3. Blood
Symbolic aspects-Europe. 4. Europe-Civilization. I. Johnson, Christopher H. 

GN575.B56 2012 
306.83094-dc23 

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data 

2012013692 

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library 

Printed in the United States on acid-free paper. 

ISBN 978-0-85745-749-3 (hardback) 
ISBN 978-0-85745-750-9 (ebook) 

~·~-------------------------

Contents 
----------------------------~~~ 

List of Figures 

Preface 

lntroduction 
David Warren Sabean and Sirnon Teuscher 

Chapter One 

Agnatio, Cognatio, Consanguinitas: Kinship and Blood in 
Ancient Rome 

Ann-Cathrin Harders 

ChapterTwo 

The Bilineal Transmission of Blood in Ancient Rome 
Philippe Moreau 

Chapter Three 

Flesh and Blood in Medieval Language about Kinship 
Anita Guerreau-Jalabert 

Chapter Four 

Flesh and Blood in the Treatises on the Arbor Consanguinitatis 
(Thirteenth to Sixteenth Centmies) 

Sirnon Teuscher 

viii 

ix 

1 

18 

40 

61 

83 



vi Contents 

Chapter Five 

Discourses of Blood and Kinship in Late Medieval and 
Early Modern Castile lOS 

Teofilo F. Ruiz 

Chapter Six 

The Shed Blood of Christ: From Blood as Metaphor to Blood 
as Bearer of Identity 125 

Gerard Delille 

Chapter Seven 

Descent and Alliance: Cultural Meanings of Blood in 
the Baroque 

David Warren Sabean 

Chapter Eight 

Kinship, Blood, and the Emergence of the Racial Nation in 

144 

the French Atlantic World, 1600-1789 175 
Guillaume Aubert 

Chapter Nine 

Class Dimensions of Blood, Kinship, and Race in Brittany, 
1780-1880 196 

Christopher H. Johnson 

Chapter Ten 

Nazi Anti-Semitism and the Question of"Jewish Blood" 
Cornelia Essner 

Chapter Eleven 

Biosecuritization: The Quest for Synthetic Blood and 
the Taming of Kinship 

Kath Weston 

Chapter Twelve 

Articulating Blood and Kinship in Biomedical Contexts 
in Contemporary Britain and Malaysia 

Janet Carsten 

227 

244 

266 

Contents 

Chapter Thirteen 
From Blood to Genes? Rethinking Consanguinity in the 
Context of Geneticization 

Sarah Franklin 

Bibliography 

Contributors 

Index 

vii 

285 

307 

334 

338 


