
Library of Congress. 

1lblbliothek 
)eutsche Nationalbibliografie; 
tp://dnb.dnb.de. 

of a series of nine signed linocuts 
~f Collection Merrill C. Berman. 

MIX J.;:s Papier aus verantwor-
tungsvollen Quellen 

!_~~ FSC• C083411 

Contents 

Acknowledgements - VII 

Abbreviations - IX 

List of Illustrations - XI 

lntroduction -1 

Part One: Imperial Germany 

Chapter 1. The Threat of the Proletariat and the Discourse of the 
Masses-33 

Chapter 2. Proletarian Dreams: From Marx to Marxism - 49 

Chapter 3. Emotional Socialism and Sentimental Masculinity- 64 

Chapter 4. On Workers Singing in One Voice - 84 

Chapter 5. The Proletarian Prometheus and Socialist Allegory-100 

Chapter 6. Ferdinand Lassalle, the First Socialist Celebrity-120 

Chapter 7. Re/Writing Workers' Emotions-138 

Chapter 8. The Sociallst Project of Culture and Education -155 

Part Two: Weimar Republic 

Chapter 9. Revolutionary Fantasy and Proletarian Masculinity-177 

Chapter 10. The Revolutionary Fantasy Revisited-193 

Chapter 11. Franz Wilhelm Seiwert's Critical Empathy- 205 



VI - Contents 

Chapter 12. Soclal Democracy and the Performance of Community- 222 

Chapter 13. Taking a Stand: The Habitus of Agitprop - 238 

Chapter 14. Marxist Literary Theory and Communist Militant Culture - 255 

Chapter 15. The Emotional Education of the Proletarian Child - 270 

Chapter 16. Wilhelm Reich and the Politics of Proletarian Sexuality- 288 

Chapter 17. John Heartfleld's Productive Rage - 301 

Chapter 18. Kuhle Wampe and "Those Who Don't Like lt" - 319 

Afterword: A Historiography of the Proletarian Dream - 334 

Select Bibliography- 357 

lndex-362 

Acknowledgemen1 

This two-volume book projec 
ous institutional support pi 
Texas at Austin. Because oft 
several summer research triI 
Institute of Social History in 
bach, and the German Nati, 
2012 DAAD Faculty Researcl 
search in Berlin, including 
last year of support through 
research assistant. A Facul 
much-needed release time l 
years I benefitted tremendo1 
Library and the remarkable 
erous book subvention grarn 
of Texas at Austin paid for 
not least, because of a 2015-
Institute for Advanced Study 
cord time; my special thanks 
year. 

During the five years of , 
from the feedback of colleagi 
noit Dillet were spirited inte 
now, the members of my facu 
Ben Brower, and Yoav Di-Ca~ 
and provided insightful cotru 
manic Studies, Kit Belgum, sl 
Barbara McCloskey of the Uni 
offered encouraging feedbacl 
versity of Miami, the Universi 
and the Free University of B1 
chapters and to benefit from 
while, I found new intellectu, 
ed with the joumal Historical 
Socialisms Networks of the G 

In preparing the manm 
Maxey who translated the qt 
into readable English and b 

https: // dol .o rg/10.1515 /9783110550863 


