
The W orld Health Organization 

A History 

Marcos Cueto 

Casa de Oswaldo Cruz, Fiocruz 

Theodore M. Brown 

University of Rochester 

Elizabeth Fee 

National Library of Medicine 

CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 



CAMBRIDGE 
UNJ[VERSITY PRESS 

University Printing House. C:amhridge C:B2 8BS. United Kingdom 

One Liherty Plaza. 20th Floor. New York. NY 10006. USA 

477 Williamstown Road. Port Mclhourne. VIC: 3207. Australia 

314-321. 3rd Floor. Plot 3. Splcndor Forum. Jasola District C:entre. 
New Delhi - 110025. India 

79 Anson Road. #06-04/06. Singapore 079906 

C:amhridgc University Press is part of the University of C:amhridge. 

lt furthers the Univcrsity's mission hy disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education. leaming. and research at thc highest international levels of excellcnce. 

www.camhricJge.org 

Information on this title: www.camhridge.org/978 I 108483575 
DOI: 10.1017/9781108692878 

·c Marcos C:ucto. Theodore M. Brown. and The National Institute of Health 2019 

This puhlication is in copyright. Suhject to statutory exception 
and to the provisions of relevant collectivc licensing agreements. 
no rcproduction of any part may take place without the written 
permission of C:amhridge University Press. 

First puhlished 2019 

Printed in the United Kingdom hy TJ International Ltd. Padstow Cornwall 

A nllalogue rl'Cordfi,r this puhlicatio11 is m·ailahle .fi'0/11 the British Lihmrr. 

Lihmr\' of' Co11gress Catalogi11g-i11-Puh/irntio11 Dalll 

Names: C:ueto, Marcos. author. 1 Brown. Theodore M„ 1942- author. 1 
Fee. Elizahcth. author. 

Title: The World Health Organization : a history / Marcos C:ueto. Theodore M. Brown. 
Elizaheth Fee. 

Other titlcs: Glohal health histories (Series) 
Description: C:amhridge. United Kingdom : Camhridge University Press. 2019. 1 

Serics: Glohal health historics I Includes hihliographical references. 
Identitiers: LC:C:N 201804 7191 1 ISBN 9781 108483575 (hardhack) 1 

ISBN 9781108728843 (phk.) 
Suhjects: 1 MESH: World Hcalth Organization. 1 Glohal Health 

https://id.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/DO 14943 1 International Agencics-history 
https://id.n1m.nih.gov/mesh/D007390Q000266 1 Health Policy-history 
https://id.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/D00629 I Q000266 1 Health Services Administration
history https://id.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/D006298Q000266 1 Discase Eradication-history 
https://id.nlm.nih.gov/mcsh/D060740Q000266 1 International C:ooperation-history 
https://id.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/D00739 I Q000266 1 History. 20th C:entury 
https://id.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/D0-49673 1 History. 21 st C:entury 

C:lassification: LCC RA441 1 NLM WA I MW6 I DDC: 362.l-dc23 
LC: record availahle at https://lccn.loc.gov/2018047191 

ISBN 978-1-108-48357-5 Hard hack 
ISBN 978-1-108-72884-3 Paperhack 

C:amhridge University Press has no responsihility for the persistencc or accuracy 
of URLs for external or third-party interne! wehsites referred to in this puhlication 
and does not guarantee that any content on such wehsitcs is. or will remain. 
accurate or appropriate. 



Contents 

List of Figures page viii 

List of Tables xi 
Acknowledgments xn 
List of Abbreviations x1v 

Introduction: The W orld Health Organization and the Dilellllllas 

of the Cold War and the Post-Cold War Periods 1 

1 Tue Making of an International Health Establishment 10 

2 The Birth of the W orld Health Organization, 1945-1948 34 

3 The Start-Up Years, 1948-1955 62 

4 The Cold War and Eradication 

5 Overcoming the W arming of the Cold War: Smallpox 

Eradication 

6 The Transition from "Family Planning" to "Sexual and 

Reproductive Rights" 

7 The Vicissitudes of Primary Health Care 

86 

115 

146 

170 

8 The Response to the RN/AIDS Pandemie 203 

9 An Embattled Director-General and the Persistence of the WHO 239 

10 The Competitive World of Global Health 280 

11 Tue W orld Health Organization in the Second Decade of the 
Twenty-First Century 320 

Bibliography 341 

Index 367 

Vll 


