
Framing China
Media Images and Political Debates in Britain,

the USA and Switzerland, 1900-1950

ARIANE KNUSEL

University ofZurich, Switzerland

ASHGATE



Contents

List ofIllustrations vii

List of Tables ix

Acknowledgements xi

List ofAbbreviations xiii

Introduction 1

1 The Dragon Throne in the Dustbin:

Press Reactions to the Xinhai Revolution 25

2 The 1920s, the Red Menace and

Anti-foreign Agitation in China 73

3 'A terror which has been truly Asiatic':

The Evolution ofYellow Peril Imagery until 1945 127

4 The Rise of the Bamboo Curtain:

Perceptions of the Communist Victory in 1949 203

Conclusion 251

Bibliography 259

Index 309



List of Illustrations

1.1 Charles Henry Sykes, 'Yes, China is Awakening',
Los Angeles Times (14.2.1927) 1

1.1 Paul Frenzeny, 'The Crisis in China',

IllustratedLondon News (21.7.1900) 32

1.2 G.F. Morrell, 'The Great Rebellion', The Graphic (28.10.1911) 37

1.3 G.F. Morrell, 'Republics on the Rampage',
The Graphic (3.12.1910) 41

1.4 Joseph Keppler, Jr., 'The Chinese Boycott', Puck (28.6.1905) 50

1.5 'The Concert of the Powers Will Soon Begin in China',

Los Angeles Times (19.8.1900) 56

1.6 C.R. Macauley, 'Letting in the Light', The World (24.10.1911) 60

1.7 C.R. Macauley, 'Into the Light', The World(\5.1.1912) 60

1.8 J.F. Boscovits, 'Closing Time in China', Nebelspalter (17.2.1912) 70

2.1 David Low, 'Much Ado About Next to Nothing',
The Star (14.10.1924) 74

2.2 Bernard Partridge, 'On the Loan Trail', Punch (29.10.1924) 82

2.3 W.K. Haselden, 'Under which Flag? To-day's Choice',

Daily Mirror (29.10.1924) 83

2.4 Bernard Partridge, untitled, Punch (8.7.1925) 89

2.5 Bernard Partridge, 'Communisty Singing', Punch (2.3.1927) 96

2.6 William Charles Morris, 'What China Really Needs',
Los Angeles Times (18.7.1925) 108

2.7 William Charles Morris, 'Uncle Sam: "I Can't Hear You Boys!'",
Los Angeles Times (15.12.1926) 110

2.8 Rene Gilsi, 'China', Nebelspalter (13.5.1927) 118

2.9 Otto Baumberger, 'China for the Chinese',

Nebelspalter (17.6.1927) 121

3.1 G. Welby Wilkinson, 'Tientsin', Fun (18.7.1900) 128

3.2 E.H. Shepard, 'Crowded Out', Punch (4.2.1942) 129

3.3 Sir John Tenniel, 'The Avenger', Punch (25.7.1900) 135

3.4 David Low, 'Will the League Stand up to Japan?',

Evening Standard {17.11.1931) 142

3.5 Bernard Partridge, 'Dawn over Asia', Punch (29.9.1937) 145

3.6 E.H. Shepard, 'Honourable Persuasion', Punch (12.1.1938) 149



viii Framing China

3.7 E.H. Shepard, 'The Monkey Folk', Punch (14.1.1942) 153
3.8 Joseph Lee, 'Evolution', Evening Standard (27.3.1944) 154
3.9 David Low, 'The Admiral Comes on Board',

Evening Standard (20.10.1941) 156
3.10 David Low, 'The Next Course Doesn't Come So Easily',

Evening Standard (U. 12.1941) 157
3.11 George Frederick Keller, 'A Statue for Our Harbor',

The 0fcs/? (11.11.1881) 159
3.12 John T. McCutcheon, 'While the Police Are Busy Elsewhere',

Chicago Tribune (6.5.1915) 163
3.13 Harold M. Talburt, 'The Light of Asia',

Washington Daily News (27.1.1932) 165
3.14 Carey Orr, 'When the Cops Are Away',

Chicago Tribune (23.9.1931) 167
3.15 Keith Temple, 'Another Scrap of Paper?',

Times-Picayune (13.10.1931) 168
3.16 Gene Elderman, 'Bushido', Washington Post (20.8.1937) 172
3.17 H.S.Wong, 'Baby amidst Bomb Rubble', Life (4.10.1937) 174
3.18 Bruce Russell, 'Japanese Print', Los Angeles Times (9.2.1942) 187
3.19 Arthur Szyk, 'December 7, 1941', Collier's (12.12.1942) 189
3.20 Gregor Rabinovitch, 'The Japanese War Council',

Nebelspalter (11.2.1938) 195
3.21 Schweizer Illustrierte (28.7.1943) 200

4.1 Leslie Illingworth, 'The Red Flood', Daily Mail (24.1.1949) 204
4.2 David Low, 'Asked for Trouble - and Got It',

Evening Standard (13.9.1949) 211
4.3 David Low, 'It's Different with the Americans in China, of course',

Evening Standard (13.9.1946) 216
4.4 E.H. Shepard, 'The New Hunting Ground', Punch (30.6.1948) 218
4.5 E.H. Shepard, 'The Strengthening of the Keep',

Punch (20.4.1949) 219
4.6 Tom Little, 'According to Tradition', New York Times (5.6.1949) 235
4.7 Bil Spira, 'Land of the Smile', Nebelspalter (6.1.1949) 243
4.8 Peter Bachmann, 'The White Man in China',

Nebelspalter {1.1 A 949) 247



List of Tables

1.1 British Newspapers 16

1.2 British Magazines 17

1.3 American Newspapers 19

1.4 American Magazines 20

1.5 Swiss Newspapers 22

1.6 Swiss Magazines 22

1.1 Share of the British Empire in China's External Trade 35


