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P. Destree, J. Opsomer, 

Preface 

When Thomas More publish 
deque Nova Insula Utopia, hE 
a new literary gerne. Other au 
pias, or elaborated dystopias, 
osopbical thinking and inven 
thus inaugurated a new and 
new genre from nothing. As 
indebted to an age-old ancie 

Plato, or course, comes 
thinking, but In fact, the trac 
be traced back to the earlies 
described Scheria, ehe island 
ed everything in abundance ( 
curs in several or Theocritus' 
especially in ancient comedy 
for a particularly sallent exa 
'Golden Age', the earliest v, 

and days (109 - U6). Famou 
found in Aratus (Phaen. 100 

tifs were a constant source c 
utopian societies indeed ber 
hard work unnecessary, and 
primitive generations. 

In Aristotellan terms, on 
terial cause, as it were, or 
many cases, a Utopia may h 
or state, wbich allows us ht 
Magnesia in Plato's Laws cle 
perhaps even more importa1 
Thomas More's own Utopia: 
of such a ficlion look at our, 
Magnesia, this may very wel 
standing, as many scholars 
direct anceslor: Aristophane 
cuckooland') is arguably thE 
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