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the complex relationship between the rulers, the officers, and the
ruled.

An international conference held at the German Historical
Institute in London in November 2017 laid the groundwork for
this volume. It assembled scholars from Britain, Germany, France,
Spain, Portugal, the United States, and Italy and was generously
funded by the Fritz Thyssen Foundation. I am grateful to the
conference convenors, Hannes Ziegler (then GHI London, now
Munich) and Maria Angeles Martin Romera (then University
College London, now Madrid), for leading the creative process
of making the conference presentations nto a well-rounded book.
The GHIL’s Angela Davies and Emily Richards expertly edited
the essays and smoothed the manuscript’s passage through the
production process. I want to thank them as much as Oxford
University Press staff and delegates, and of course the anonymous
peer reviewers whose instructive comments helped improve the
final outcome.

Christina von Hodenberg

London
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