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Jntroduction 

oorena Carol i 

Over the past thirty years, the history of carly childhood educational 
institutions, now known al thc European level as early childhood educa­
tion and care (ECEC) institutions, has been the subject of numerous studies 
that have givcn rise lO new historiographical trends. Some are inlerested in 
European education policies and social changes thal have affccted Europe 
at the beginning of the new millennium, others in the function that these 
institutions have in the welfare and education systems of different countries 
or in the role that these institutions havc playcd in family policies. 

1llc birth and developmcnt of this historiography seem to have been 
marked by some important legislative acts, such as the United Nations Dec­
laration of the Rights of the Child ( 1959). Thanks to the work of Philipe 
Arics', which rcßccted on the evolution of the idea of childhood as a cul• 
tural construct in relation to the structure of the family and social classes, 
new studies have investigated unknown aspects and chapters of the ltistory 
of childhood, its culture and educational institutions. Among the first pub­
lished srudies after the Convention on the Rights on the Child ( 1989), which 
was an important impetus for the developmenl ofthis field ofresearch' , are 
those by Cathcrine Rollet, Edward C. Melhuish and Peter Moss that high­
lighted the international perspectives of a rcscarch that was taking its first 
steps in the early nineties'. 

At thc Europcan level, other importanl and innovative srudies have also 
followed, such as that by Hugh Cunningharn, who offered a very signifi-

1 
P. Aries. l 'enftmt et la \'ie familfale sous J 'Ancieme Regime, Paris, Plon, t 960: 

Seuil, 1963 [English trans. R. Oaldick, Centuries of childhood. A Socia/ History of Ftim­
ily life, New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1962]. 

: 2 . Moody, Tran.ma1ional Treaties on Children S Rights: Norm Building cmd Cir­
culation in the Twemieth Cenrury, in (<Paedagogica Historica», 50/ 1-2 (2014). pp. 151• 
164. 

' C. Rollet, 1A po/itique a l 'egard de In fX'lite enfance sous la III' /Upublique. 
ÄIUJexes: bibliographie. i,ulex. Paris. Presses Universilllires de France, 1990; E.C. Mel­
huish, P. Moss (cds.), DayCarefor Young Chi/dre11. /ntemational Perspectives, London 
llld Ne" York, Tavistock/Routledgc, 1991. 


